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Policy:	Bike Winnipeg will identify and promote traffic control measures that reduce the frequency and severity of collisions involving motor vehicles and cyclists.
Purpose:	Identify specific measures that can reduce the frequency and severity of collisions involving cyclists, and promote implementation of these measures in Winnipeg.	Comment by Jacqueline Collett: Is the focus just on Winnipeg? If so, “City of Winnipeg” should be referenced in the Procedure, not just “City”.
Scope:	The traffic control measures being considered may include speed limits, signage, traffic calming measures, road design, separated bike lanes, and other infrastructure designed to increase the safety of cyclists.
Procedure:	The Board will search out, compile and document relevant research conducted in Canada and other countries. Each documented traffic control measure will include a description, the impacts on the number and severity of collisions involving cyclists, and the number and severity of cyclist injuries and deaths.
	The Board will develop position statements advocating for the implementation of traffic measures that have been shown to reduce the frequency and severity of collisions involving cyclists, or reduced the incidence and severity of injuries to cyclists.
	The Board will make recommendations to City and Provincial governments based on these position statements in relation to respective jurisdictions and responsibilities.
Position:

SPEED LIMITS
Speed limits should be reduced to 30 km/hr on selected routes designated as
greenways/bike boulevards.in residential neighborhoods.
	When collisions involving motor vehicles and cyclists or pedestrians or take place at less than 30 km/hr, the likelihood of survival of the cyclist or pedestrian is much greater than when collisions occur at higher speeds. 

Research has shown that reduced speed limits can be effective in reducing the speed of traffic on streets if combined with enforcement and specific street design characteristics. Research has also demonstrated that higher speeds increase the frequency and severity of collisions of all types including collisions involving cyclists.  This also increases the frequency and severity of injuries to those involved, more to cyclists and pedestrians than to passengers or drivers of motor vehicles.




Bike Winnipeg Recommendations:

The City of Winnipeg set a default city-wide default speed limit of 30 km/hr onin all  greenways/bike boulevards that are designed to encourage active transportation use over vehicularresidential neighbourhoods unless otherwise posted, and that the city consistently enforce the new speed limit.

The Province of Manitoba enact any legislation or regulations that may be required to enable the City of Winnipeg to implement the new speed limit.

The Winnipeg Police Service Mmonitoring the effects of the new speed limit by measuring the effectiveness of the new speed limit on the actual speed of vehicles, and any changes to the frequency and severity of collisions in areas where the new speed limit is implemented.

Background:

The World Health Organization states: “A number of interventions have been identified to be effective in the management and control of vehicle speed.”  WHO notes that speed limits are not effective unless they are enforced, and that vehicle speeds may also be controlled through other measures such as traffic calming infrastructure.  

	Dr. Lynne Warda, the Medical Consultant for the WRHA’s IMPACT Injury Prevention Program supported a 2012 motion by Councillor Harvey Smith to reduce residential speed limits to 40 km/hr.  However, this motion was defeated at council.
	It was reported by the Globe and Mail that Toronto’s Medical Officer of Health Dr. David McKeown “wants drivers limited to speeds of 30 km/h on residential streets and 40 km/h on all of Toronto’s roads, down from current limits of 40 km/h on neighbourhood streets and 40 km/h to 60 km/h elsewhere.”  (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/torontos-top-doctor-wants-lower-speed-limits-to-keep-cyclists-pedestrians-safe/article4102177/)
	 
	In 2014, Victoria, BC reduced speed limits on selected streets to 40 and 30 km/hr respectively but it was noted that prior to this, the 85th% speed on those roads was already below the previous speed limit, primarily due to the physical characteristics of the roadway.

		Quebec Ministry of Transport research developed a model in 2011 for setting 		credible speed limits in urban areas, according to the roadway features and 			road environment.  They stated that if a speed limit was implemented that 			was lower than what was suggested by the model, it was unlikely drivers 			would respect the posted speed limit without the presence of accompanying 			measures like traffic calming or police enforcement.  In order for speed limits 		to be respected, they must be appropriate for respective road and roadside 			characteristics.  Therefore, they encouraged municipalities that plan to revise 		their speed limits in their territory to set the speed limit at 40 or 30 km/hr 			only under conditions where this will be credible and respected by drivers.
(http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/road_traffic/world_report/speed_en.pdf)
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