Bike Winnipeg – Draft Policy Statement Re: Traffic Control Measures
(June 9, 2014)
Policy:
Bike Winnipeg will identify and promote traffic control measures that reduce the frequency and severity of collisions involving motor vehicles and cyclists.

Purpose:
Research suggests that traffic control measures such as speed limit reduction and traffic calming can greatly reduce the frequency and severity of collisions involving cyclists, thereby reducing the incidence and severity of injuries to cyclists.  The purpose of this policy is to identify specific measures that have been shown to have these effects and to promote their implementation in Winnipeg.
Scope:
The traffic control measures being considered may include speed limits, signage, traffic calming measures, road design, separated bike lanes, and other infrastructure designed to increase the safety of cyclists, accompanied by appropriate enforcement.

Procedure:
The board will search out and compile relevant research conducted in Canada and other countries and for each traffic control measure will describe the measure and the impacts on the number and severity of collisions involving cyclists and the number and severity of cyclist injuries and deaths.

The board will develop position statements advocating for the implementation of traffic measures that have been shown to have positive impacts.


The board will make recommendations to City and Provincial governments based on these position statements in relation to their respective jurisdictions and responsibilities.

Position Statements

Speed Limits:
Research has demonstrated that higher speeds increase the frequency and severity of collisions of all types including collisions involving cyclists.  Lower speeds also reduce the frequency and severity of injuries to those involved, more so to cyclists and pedestrians than to passengers or drivers of motor vehicles.  Research has also shown that reduced speed limits can be effective in reducing the speed of traffic.  When collisions involving motor vehicles and cyclists or pedestrians or take place at less than 30 km/hr the likelihood of survival of the cyclist or pedestrian is much greater than when collisions occur at higher speeds.

Therefore Bike Winnipeg recommends the City of Winnipeg set a city-wide default speed limit of 30 km/hr in all residential neighbourhoods unless otherwise posted, and that the city consistently enforce the new speed limit. Bike Winnipeg also recommends that there be no speed limits over 50 kph on streets through commercial and residential areas, and that signage and road design should be clear and remove any confusion experienced by motor vehicle drivers.  Bike Winnipeg further recommends posted speed limits of 30 km/hr on roads adjacent to all elementary and secondary schools, including arterial roads adjacent to schools.

Bike Winnipeg recommends that the Province of Manitoba enact any legislation or regulations that may be required to enable the City of Winnipeg to implement these speed limits.  

BW recommends that these speed limits be enforced and supported where necessary by traffic calming measures.


Bike Winnipeg recommends monitoring the impact of the new speed limit on the actual speed of vehicles, and any changes to the frequency and severity of collisions and injuries in areas of the city affected by the new speed limits.  


BW calls on the Province and City to expressly recognize that the purpose of speed limits is to promote public safety including pedestrians and cyclists; it is not simply to facilitate efficient movement of motor vehicles. Street design is only one consideration for speed limits; the residential nature of the local area is a more important consideration than the number of lanes or width of boulevard of a particular stretch of street. 

Background:
It was reported by the Globe and Mail that Toronto’s Medical Officer of Health Dr. David McKeown “wants drivers limited to speeds of 30 km/h on residential streets and 40 km/h on all of Toronto’s roads, down from current limits of 40 km/h on neighbourhood streets and 40 km/h to 60 km/h elsewhere.”  (http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/torontos-top-doctor-wants-lower-speed-limits-to-keep-cyclists-pedestrians-safe/article4102177/)


The World Health Organization states: “A number of interventions have been identified to be effective in the management and control of vehicle speed.”  WHO notes that speed limits are not effective unless they are enforced, and that vehicle speeds may also be controlled through other measures such as traffic calming infrastructure.  (http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/road_traffic/world_report/speed_en.pdf)

After studying cycling fatalities in Ontario, the Ontario Coroner recommends that municipalities lower speed limits to 30 km/h on many residential streets and to drop the unsigned limit to 40 km/h from 50 km/h http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/lower-residential-speed-limits-ontario-coroner-urges/article4553645/ 

An excellent, detailed report that studies 30 km/hr speed limits is one produced by Copenhagenize Consulting. The report can be found here: http://biketothefuture.org/attachments/0000/1844/30km_zones_copenhagenize.pdf 
History:
Bike Winnipeg presentation for Highway Traffic Board hearing on urban speed limits - November, 2012.

Bike Winnipeg response to City of Winnipeg report on reducing speed limits, January 11, 2013.
